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development. Let us first consider the older
testimony.

In the following passage " mind/' or
conscious intelligent activity, is clearly taught
as an intermittent phenomenon coming to
pass only when suitable stimulation occurred.
In the telling of it too, the style is vivid and
pointed and emphatic, as though the teaching
were more than usually urgent. Too long
to give in full, the substance of the Sutta may
be told in outline.

A bhikkhu or member of the Order, Sati
Fisher-son, gives out as the Master's teaching
this heresy:1 "It is mind (or consciousness
or co-gnition, m-nndna) which persists and is
reborn after death unchanged." The brethren
protest, but he is firm. They report him, and
the Master sends for him. " Is this true,
Sati ? " " Yea, Lord, so do I understand you
to teach." " What, Sati, is that conscious-
ness ? " " That speaker and feeler, sir, who ex-
periences the result of good and evil deeds done
here or there." " Now, then, foolish man,
from whom have you got such a doctrine as
one of mine ? Have I not taught you by
many methods that consciousness arises from
a cause: except from a cause there is no
coming into being of consciousness ? "

He then, turns to the Bhikkhus, who testify
to the truth of this. " And consciousness,"
he goes on, " is reckoned only in accordance

1 Majjhima-Nik&ya. " The Destruction of Craving **
Sutta (38).